Summary of Relevant Transportation Legidation

State of Washington
1971-1998

INTRODUCTION

This document summearizes enacted trangportation legidation in the state of Washington from the
period 1971-1998, specificaly legidation that would be of interest to the work of the Blue Ribbon
Commission on Trangportation. Also summarized is non-enacted legidation that raises new or
innovative idess.

The report was written through use of legidative sesson summaries compiled by Legidative
Trangportation Committee Saff following each legidative sesson. Legidative sesson summaries
were missing from 1972 and 1976, and then again for 1980, 1981, and 1982. However, most of
the twenty-eight years of legidation are accounted for, and are included in this document.

The report is divided into three separate sections - Adminigrative Issues, Investment |ssues, and
Revenue Issues - to mirror the Commission's three committees. Specific criteriafor abill’sincluson
in each section are listed in the report. In generd, however, Adminigtrative issues are those which
seek improvements and efficiencies in transportation policies and programs, Investment issues are
those which identify trangportation investments or planning advancements, and Revenue issues are
those which identify trangportation funding mechanisms

A short summary of the legidation follows:

Administrative Issues

= WSDOT created (1977 — enacted)
= Trangportation Commission made advisory (1986, 1987 — not enacted)
= Regiond transportation planning required (1990 — enacted)

= Reducing cost overruns on transportation projects (1992 — not enacted, but eventualy
incorporated into WSDQOT)

= Statewide multimoda plan required (1993 — enacted)

= Assessing environmenta costs of transportation projects (1993 — enacted)

= Rdieving sdect trangportation facilities from loca permit requirements (1993 — not enacted)
= Streamlining WSDOT environmenta permit process (1994 — enacted)
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Environmenta mitigation revolving account (1997 — enacted)
Trangportation agencies performance-based budgeting (1998 — enacted)
Freight mobility strategic investment program (1998 — enacted)

Leve of service requirements (1998 — enacted)

Design-build congtruction method authorized — pilot (1998 — enacted)

Investment Issues

Road Jurisdiction Study (1989 — partidly enacted)

Commute Trip Reduction programs (1991 — enacted)

Statewide trangt planning (1992 — not enacted)

Public-private trangportation initiatives (1993 — enacted, 1995 — rewritten)
Trangt accountability (1997 — not enacted)

Revenue Issues

Variable gastax rate (1977, 1983 — enacted)

Amendment allowing gas tax to be used for public trangportation systems (1977, 1991 — not
enacted)

Locd option gastax for pecific projectsin acity or a county — sunsetted (1979 — enacted;
later proposed for numerous projects)

Loca option salestax for specific cities for highway projects (1986 — not enacted)

Project specific toll authority (1987 — enacted; see aso Public-private transportation
initiatives)

Transportation impact fees authorized (1988 — enacted)

Statewide gas tax increases (proposed numerous times; enacted 1983 and 1990)
Businesstax on employers for trangit and carpool system (1989 — not enacted)

Loca option taxes — statewide (1990 — enacted)

High capacity trandt taxes authorized (1990 — enacted)

Loca option taxes — internationa border counties (1991 — enacted)

Trangt use of farebox and other operating revenues for MVET match (1992 — not enacted)
Extended sales tax to gas (1993, Governor Lowry’s transportation package — not enacted)

Remove voter gpprova for loca option fud tax for counties (1993, Governor Lowry’s
transportation package — not enacted)

Sdesuse tax on ferry and highway congtruction transferred from state generd fund to the
trangportation fund (1995 — not enacted)

New local option transportation taxes for cities (1997 — not enacted)

9/28/99



